


Scope of the event 
The conference aims to i) present the status of scientific approaches to assess agricultural systems and sustainable 
development, and ii) set the agenda for future research in this domain. Alternative methods and modelling 
approaches, applications and policy support options will be evaluated, compared and good practices defined. Focus is 
on the linkage and integration of models as a method for improving natural resource use planning, policy making and 
policy implementation in agriculture. More specifically, the conference will: 

• Identify key challenges for modelling to support policy on agriculture and sustainable development; 
• Present scientific progress and challenges related to integrated assessment, such as scaling, component-based 

modelling at field, farm, regional, market and global level, assessing environmental, economic, social and 
institutional aspects and interdisciplinarity; 

• Present applications of modelling tools to assess and evaluate impacts of agricultural innovations and policies  
• Present the use and relevance of integrative modelling frameworks (use and users, testing and disseminating). 

The conference will be structured to arrive at clear research and policy recommendations. Selected papers will be 
reviewed for publication in a special issue of a journal and a book. 
 
Target group and topic areas 

The event targets participants from agricultural, environmental, economic, social and information technology sciences. 
Contributions may address methodological or theoretical issues, applications or dissemination and participatory 
aspects. Applications may relate to for instance agro-technical innovations, agricultural policy reforms, agri-
environmental policies, natural resource management, climate change, bio-based economy (incl. bio-fuels), rural 
development and trade liberalization.  
 
Confirmed names for the Advisory and Scientific Committees  
Robert Argent - University of Melbourne (AU) 
Joachim von Braun – Director General of IFPRI, Washington (US) 
Sylvia Herrmann - Leibniz University Hannover (DE) 
Bernard Hubert - INRA, Avignon (FR) 
Katharina Helming - ZALF, Müncheberg (DE) 
Jim Jones - University of Florida (US) 
Haluk Kasnakoglu - M. E. Technical University, Ankara (TR) (retired) 
Martin Kropff - Wageningen University (NL) 
Roger Moore - Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, Wallingford (UK) 
David Pannell - University of Western Australia, Perth (AU) 
 
Martin van Ittersum - coordinator SEAMLESS, Wageningen Univ. (NL)  
Johanna Alkan Olsson - Lund University (SE) 
Erling Andersen - University of Copenhagen (DK) 
Floor Brouwer - Agricultural Economics Institute, The Hague (NL) 
Frank Ewert - Wageningen University (NL) 
Thomas Heckelei - Bonn University (DE) 
Lennart Olsson - Lund University (SE) 
Jacques Wery - INRA, Montpellier (FR) 
Jan Erik Wien - Alterra, Wageningen (NL) 
 
Important dates 
February 1, 2008 Propose sessions 
May 1, 2008 2nd announcement and call for abstracts  
October 1, 2008 Closure for abstract submission (2 pages) 
December 1, 2008 Notification of acceptance of contributions 
December 20, 2008 Final registration of participants 
January 1, 2009 Final programme 
March 10 – 12, 2009 Conference 
March 30, 2009 Submission of full papers for special issue and book 
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